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iVEC@MURDOCH SUPERCOMPUTER 

Statement by Minister for Science and Innovation 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Science and Innovation) [12.10 pm]: I am pleased to inform 
the house that on Wednesday, 8 June, I attended the launch of the iVEC@Murdoch supercomputer at Murdoch 
University. iVEC is an unincorporated joint venture between CSIRO and the four public Western Australian 
universities, and is charged with leading Western Australian scientific supercomputing efforts. The Western 
Australian government has had a long partnership with iVEC, which was sealed when the centre first opened in 
2000. iVEC is a prime example of a facility that shares infrastructure with many disciplines and institutions in 
order to expand the state’s knowledge base. The state government’s partnership with iVEC has now gone one 
step further with the recent budget announcement that the centre will receive nearly $16 million over the next 
four years.  

iVEC@Murdoch, the first of three supercomputers forming the Pawsey Centre project—which is managed by 
iVEC—will provide an immediate boost to the Australian Square Kilometre Array Pathfinder project and further 
strengthen Australia’s bid to host the SKA, in addition to boosting Australia’s strength in radioastronomy, 
geosciences, nanotechnology and life sciences. When complete, the combined supercomputing resources of the 
Pawsey Centre are expected to rank in the top 20 global supercomputing facilities, and will support the needs of 
the Australian radioastronomy, nanotechnology, biotechnology and informatics research communities. By 
hosting the supercomputer, Murdoch University has taken a leading role in increasing Australia’s 
supercomputing resources and providing enhanced research outcomes to scientists Australia-wide.  

Building expertise in supercomputing and supporting world-class infrastructure, like that of the Pawsey Centre, 
will position Western Australia as a world leader in this field. The opportunity to host such world-class facilities 
and scientific expertise will allow the state to build a strong knowledge economy and showcase the science, 
research and technology capabilities that we have in Western Australia. The funding will be used to attract staff 
with the expertise and skills to develop the centre’s capabilities further, as it transitions from hosting a world top 
100 supercomputer to one of the top 20. 
 


